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Finland has a long tradition of sustainable 
development strategies: 1990 - 2006 

1990 1995 1998 

1997 2003 2006 2006 
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Partly global governance for sustainable 
development, partly EU and domestic 

politics 

• Rio+20 Future We Want for All – is not enough – forerunners are 

needed! 

 

 

• But, if we are doing well, how to convince people that there is an 

urgency. How to make the global dependencies visible? 
 

• The International Architecture for Sustainable Development is 

under redesign 

 

• The international scientific community has insisted speedy 

interference in the global crisis developments 
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Source: Sustainable Society Foundation, SSI-2012 
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Too good to be true? 
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cators 

(The best  

Country in  

Europe. Raunio 

& Saari (Ed.) 

 (2013) 

And the 

Winner is 

Austria! 
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Transgovernance? 

Source: Kate Raworth, Oxfam 2012 

New approaches: 

 

• WBGU: A Social Contract 

for Sustainability 

• The Daughnut-model by 

Oxfam 

• Transgovernance by IASS/ 

TransGOV-project 

• Discoursive institutionalism 

by Vivien A. Schmidt: 

Idea: Sustainable  

Development 

Discourse (Rio-process;  

global and national) 
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Society´s Commitment – common 
understanding on the need for a crucial change 

A Long-term visionary framework of goals for  the development of the 

society 

 

Is based on the common understanding for a crucial change and for 

its direction;  
•Citizens and other societal actors are committed to implement innovations 

for sustainable development, 

•In exchange surrender established, unsustainable practices. 

 

The guarantor in this virtual commitment is a proactive state;        

This is linked to 
• Ecological responsibility 

• Democratic responsibility 

• Future responsibility 

• One Planet Policy 

9 
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Society´s commitment   

 

”The Finland We Want 

by 2050 ” 

The Government 

Program 2011-2015: 

Policy coherence of 

strategies, 

- SD strategy 

renewal  

-The Foresight 

Report 

- Gvt Progr. Lead 

projects 

Other social 

actors 

… 

strategies, action 

programs, modus 

operandi; 

TEKES and Sitra 

(Innovation funds) 

Institutional 

arrangements  

FNCSD 2013-2015 

(hybrid-model) 

New lines of action: 

Better coordination in 

Govt. Agencies and 

participatory 

cooperation SD 

indicators 

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT; 

STEWARDSHIP OF THE 
COMMITMENT PROCESS 
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Phases in the transition process. In the beginning it´s 

experimenting, piloting, target setting, growd sourcing   

Operational commitments by actors 

The Foresight Report + Society´s Commitment 

Sustainable Economic Policy 

16.10.2013 

Source: WBGU 2011 

The Finland We Want by 2050 
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• Vision  

A prosperous Finland within the limits of the carrying capacity of 

nature 
In 2050, every person in Finland will be a valuable member of  

society. Finland will be an affluent society that lays the  

foundation for sustainability and provides its citizens,  

communities and companies with the conditions they need to  

operate sustainably. The carrying capacity of nature is not  

exceeded and natural resources are used in a sustainable  

manner. Finland will promote peace, equality and justice, and  

offer practical and sustainable solutions to the world’s problems.  

• Shared objectives in 8 areas 

• Principles 

• Indicators 

”The Finland We Want by 2050”  
- content 



16.01.2014 Sauli Rouhinen 14 

Society´s Commitment to Sustainable Development 

” A prosperous Finland within the limits of the carrying capacity of nature” 

Objectives: 

Equal prospects 
for well-being 

A participatory 
society for 

citizens 

Decision-
making that 

respects nature 

Sustainable 
local 

communities 

A carbon-
neutral society 

Lifestyles that 
respect the 

carrying capacity 
of nature 

An economy 
that is 

resource-wise 

Sustainable 
work 
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Indicators  

Society´s 
commitment 

Workplan of the 
Commission, themes 

& meeting docs 

Network Secretariate 

(ministries, Sitra and 
Tekes) 

Indicators Network 

(PMO) 
General Secretariate 

(MoE) 

National Commission on Sustainable Development 
Chair, Minister of Finance, Ms Jutta Urpilainen 

Vice-chair, Minister of the Environment, Mr Ville Niinistö 

government 

business  NGOs labour unions 

administration parliament 
municipalities & 

regions 

church 
science & 
research 

Expert panel 
  

PREPARES/DEMONSTRATES 

PREPARES 

PREPARES 

CHALLENGES, 
PREPARES, 
EVALUATES 
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Major Groups,  

but also minorities 
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http://www.findikaattori.fi/en/kestavakehitys 


